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The Video Synergy between
Tainan First Senior High
School(TNFSH) and Kaibara senior
high school

We are thankful to this international
online interaction. Due to the outbreak of
the coromavirus m 2020, our pivotal
fellow schools couldn’t vasit our school m
presence. As a result, we mitated a new
method, video talk, 5o as to bridge these
foreign relationships. It was really glad to
meet, have a joyous conversation with
you via the internet in this bitter, disease-
bothered world This event drew most
students y, six full classes

recommended tourist sifes, cusines,
native cultwre in Taman and more, after
two months of preparation Duning the
process, leamed how to
photograph, edit as well. In the meantime,
we also watched the thirty videos

provoking, discovenng more about Japan

thoroughly, we are sincerely lookmg
forward to having more cooperation
opportunities m future. We are hoping for
your amval to our school soon.

Best Regards,
Tainan First Senior High School

The Video Synergy between
Tainan First Senior High
School(TNFSH) and Kaibara senior
high school

210 #39

Under this severe epidemic, we are really
happy to be able to communicate with
meetings.

Tt was also full of fun while preparing the
exchange film and I leamed a lot of
things I didn't know. It 15 our honor to be
able to exchange and promote Taiwanese
culture with Japanese culture.

‘When communicating onlme, due to the
limitations of the Internet, there is no
‘way to commumicate and dialogue
smoothly. Even so, we still tned our best
to try dialogue, watch videos and discuss
issues. Dunng the process, man

d 1ssues were di d

Karbara High School, and hope that
everyone will have a better
understanding of each other’s culture I
also hope that everyone can overcome

215Mitch Huang ®&#

Greetings to all teachers and students in
Kaibara senior high school.

For the starters, all of us appreciate this

ngorous pandemuc did both of us left a
marvelous memory.
Furthermore, dunng the meeting 1t
seemed that we didn't have any language
‘bamier but chatted with each other
fluently instead. We talked from school
Iife to the international issue. Some of us
even still keep in commumication with
Japanese students until now.

“A bosom friend afar brings a distant
land near.” Hope our friendship can last
for long.

lit's fairly an excellent chance for we us
lto have this unforgettable experience
with you guys. Previously we've viewed
jthe video you have made to introduce
lapanese culture like your daily life, your
Jschool clubs and animations. .. ete. We
jare really lookmng forward to taking a trip
lto Japan mn the near future!

[During the video interaction, although
jwe felt a little embarrassed for our first
jmeeting, we actually leamed how to
jperform a fluent communication with
[foreigners and how to build rapport with
strangers. In conclusion, I enjoyed this
jactivity a lot, for we can thrive under this
bilmzual condition, understand and
lembrace cultural differences between
Jothers, and even make fnends! If we are
hacky enough to have the similar chance
next year, I'll definstely participate in!

‘ ek ®
‘which was very inferesting. between Japan and Taiwan's high school.
We are very grateful for this opportunity Not cnly the culture exchange but also
to communicate with students from the face-to-face interaction during the

P18 #ins
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To the Students of Tainan First High School
Message from Kaibara High School

2#36% Wwd FFAK (Yamanaka Youta)
We are really happy to be able to communicate with Tainan First Senior High School online.
It was also full of fun while preparing the exchange video, and I learned a lot of things I didn’t
know. It is our honor to be able to exchange Japanese culture with Taiwanese culture.
When communicating online, I was excited because I had been looking forward to
communicating with you. Furthermore, during the meeting, it seemed that we didn’t have any
language barrier. We also talked about from school life to international issues. I had a good

time. Thank you. I hope that everyone can overcome the epidemic safely.

448 28% BEH %% (Fujii Yuta)
I really enjoyed the online meeting with you. This online meeting became an unforgettable
experience. I saw some video made to introduce Taiwan before. I couldn’t go to Taiwan this
year, but [ would like to travel to Taiwan again in the near future.
During the online meeting, I was embarrassed to talk to people from different countries. It
was difficult to speak in English but communicating with them became a very good memory.

I want to talk to foreigners actively next time. Thank you very much.
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4 %8 34 F #F #o (Matsueda Nodoka)
This activity was a great opportunity for me to learn more about Taiwan. Corona virus has
spread all over the world and we were not able to meet in person, the fact that we were
connected online was meaningful. I was very happy to learn a lot about Taiwan through
chatting after watching the video. I would like to go to Taiwan someday. I hope that the day

will come when I can meet Tainan First High School students.

6#27% #EMNBAIE (Nishimura Honoka)

Thank you for communicating with us through online meetings! I'm glad to talk to you and
[ wanted to visit and see you. When I watched your video, [ was surprised at it. I was so excited
at your video in which you introduced Taiwanese food, buildings and culture, etc. I've come
to go to Taiwan more and more. I'm also happy to make friends with you. If I can go to Taiwan

in the near future, let’s meet there. I'm looking forward to seeing you!

6#36%F LoO7%% Z (Yamaguchi Nanako)

The students of Tainan First High School, thank you for talking with us. We are really happy
to be able to communicate with you online. Everyone was smiling when we were talking. When
I see that, I was happy. I enjoyed the meeting because that was the first time I talked with

foreign students. If I have a chance, I want to visit Taiwan. I had a good time. Thank you.
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[ am so happy and excited because my classmates and I can chat with you all through the

Internet. I can feel that you all are so kind and full of passion. My proficiency in Japanese has

a lot to be desired, so I cannot chat with you all fluently. However, it's a good start, and I will

spend more time learning Japanese. Hope COVID-19 will come to an end soon, and we can

meet each other in person.
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Glocal 2020

Varuna De Silva ( Assistant Language Teacher )

This year, the GLOCAL students were required to create English presentations
through a variety of assessment tasks. Initially, they were tasked with formulating a
speech script regarding their future plans or an area of personal interest that they would
then present before their peers. After spending a few weeks preparing their scripts,
where they sometimes sought teacher assistance with specific sentences but otherwise
generated their own ideas, the students each gave their five-minute presentation with the
aid of their scripts. The students were assessed in terms of the speech duration, their
body posture including eye-contact and gesture, and the general fluency and clarity of
speech. Afterward, they were given targeted feedback in the form of a written summary
of their performance.

Following this task, the next piece of assessment required the students to form pairs
and create a short five-minute video about an aspect of the school. Once the groups
were formed, they each picked a unique category to focus on, such as school programs,
clubs, events, and daily life. Furthermore, they were given special filming permissions
to interview their peers and record in-class material as needed. Given the scale of the
task, the students took some weeks to plan their video structure, arrange for interviews
and specific times to film, and secure any necessary photos and imagery. Unlike the
previous assessment, they would not be able to have a script on hand when speaking in
English, requiring them to further prepare and work on their fluency for the final take.
Having made a rough copy, their videos were shown to the class. Feedback was given
regarding the content and presentation, all of which was overwhelmingly positive. A
few editing and subtitling mistakes were pointed out, which the students then remedied
for the final production. The future goal of these videos is to provide foreign visitors an

easy to follow English introduction and description of the school.

Having completed this assessment, the students were handed their final task; to create
a live skit on a set topic, which in this case was how their lives had changed due to the
coronavirus situation. They were given ample freedom regarding the format, be it a
radio or talk show, news report, or comedy act. After spending a couple of weeks
preparing any props and visual aids and practicing their delivery, the students performed
the skits live in front of their peers. In the following session, edited recordings of their
skits were played and each group was given feedback regarding the strong points and

areas for improvement from both teachers and peers.
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Throughout the term, the students had been participating in Zoom-based discussions
with native English speakers from Australia and the USA. Initially, the students began
with introductions and light conversation. Later on, four computer stations were setup
where they took in turns to describe their video ideas to the foreign participants. This
was followed up with a feedback session where the foreign participants viewed their
videos and prepared some talking points, asking questions and giving their impressions.

Finally, the students had the opportunity for free discussion, covering relevant topics

such as university life and the corona virus situation overseas.
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