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Speech for Second Year Students
Eoghan

Firstly, I would like to say thank you for all the hard work that you have done this
year. Since I have arrived in Japan, you have taken mid-term exams, winter exams, and
also your final spring exams. You have also done many performance tests and homework
assignments. Many of you have taken optional Eiken exams as well. That is a lot of
English work! I am very proud of you all, and you should be very proud of yourself as
well. I am glad that I had a chance to teach you for your second year.

Actually, before I came to Japan, I was really nervous. I had never taught in a
classroom before. I was very worried that maybe I would not be able to be friendly with
the students, or help them. I had heard that Japanese Highschool students can be very
shy, and I was scared that I would not have the confidence to be able to teach or do fun
activities with them, and that the students would be too scared to talk to me.

But, when I came to Sasayama Homei Highschool, all of my fears disappeared. All of
the students here at Homei Highschool were so kind and welcoming to me, even though
I was so different from them, and maybe also quite different to the previous ALTs.
Homei Highschool students always say hello to me in class, in the school hallways and
during their club activities. You also greet me if you see me outside of school, like on the
street or in the convenience store. This makes me really happy. I am also very thankful
for the other teachers here, who have been so helpful to me when I have questions or
problems.Even though I have only been working here in Sasayama Homei Highschool
for just six months, I already have so many good memories of my time here. I really
enjoyed sports day in September, and was so impressed with your athletic skills. I
actually had an opportunity to take part in one of the races, and I really loved it. So, 1
will practice hard for next year. Also, I visited Uji in Kyoto with some of you in
November, and got to see many temples and shrines, which was very interesting. More
recently, I watched you all perform in the ball sports festival, which was so exciting to
watch. Some students asked me to give them some advice on how to perform well, so
that was so fun for me.

But, my favorite part of my time in Japan has been spending every day in class with
the students. Doing performance tests, or activities, or even just doing textbook
questions, it gives me so much joy to see you all try so hard. I want English class to be a
place where you can feel relaxed and have a good time. So, seeing you smile or laugh
during our class is the best feeling for me. It makes me want to try hard, because I know
that you are trying hard. I love it when a student comes to the teacher’s room to ask me
a question, or for help with a speech contest. I am so happy to come to school every day,
so thank you all so much.Very soon, you will be third year students, the top students in
Highschool. This is a big responsibility for you, and many new second year and first year
students will look up to you. But I know that you can do it. I think High-school is the
best time in your whole life, so please try to enjoy it as much as you can.

I will have many more opportunities to teach you next year, and I am excited to help
you through your final year. Please ask me questions anytime. Thank you for all your
hard work!



