LESSON 5 The 55-Year Race

@ Fifty-four years, 8 months, 6 days, 5 hours, 32 minutes, and 20.3 seconds. This is the

slowest time recorded in the men’s Olympic marathon. The record was set by Kanakuri
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Shiso, the “father of the marathon in Japan.”
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@ 1In 1911, Kanakuri broke the world record for the men’s marathon by 27 minutes. He
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was, therefore, selected to represent Japan in the 1912 Stockholm Olympic Games. This
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was Japan’s first appearance in the Olympics.
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@ On the day of the race, July 14, it was so hot that half of the 68 competitors withdrew.
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Kanakuri collapsed during the race and was taken care of by a local family. He regained
Kanakuri was taken care of ~ FESH72] /by~ [~IZT]
consciousness the next morning.
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@ In 1967, when Kanakuri was 75 years old, the Swedish Olympic Committee contacted
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him. “According to our records, you disappeared during the race and are ‘missing.’
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For the 55th anniversary of the Stockholm Olympic Games, would you like to come and
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finish the race?”

® Thanks to the committee’s offer, on March 21, 1967, Kanakuri was finally able to reach
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the finish line. An announcement was then made: “Japan’s Kanakuri has just crossed the
FT—NDTA Ty ABMELN ST Ty A& NI <FETE>GET)bLEI>E~LE
finish line, and this concludes all events of the Stockholm Olympic Games.”
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